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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



TO PUBGE THE PENSION LIST. 

It is always painful and humiliating to expose the weaknesses and short- 
comings of the members of one's own profession, but the truth, like a severe 
surgical operation or a very bitter dose of medicine, often proves of great 
advantage In the long run. 

I refer to the part played by the medical profession in constructing the 
fraudulent pension list which the tax payers of the United States have had 
saddled on them. Every man who sustained a mental or physical injury 
which in any way impaired his usefulness in after life should be liberally 
pensioned for such impairment, provided the injury was received while in 
the discharge ot his duty as a soldier in the defence of the Union. This was 
the orginal theory of our pension system; it is common justica, and no one 
could object to it. When the war ended and the government started in to 
find out who had been permanently injured in its defence, it had to employ 
medical examiners. And just here politics and a false economy worked 
their most baneful influence. The position of examining surgeon for pen- 
sions became a reward for political activity in the interest of the party in 
power. But worse still is the fact, that the niggardly fees established by 
the government in payment for examinations and reports on the physical 
condition of applicants for pensions made it utterly impossible to secure 
anything like the best medical skill and experience. 

No better proof of this latter statement is needed than the fact that the 
fees of a pension examinei in New York City, where the work is most ardu- 
ous, averages less than one thousand dollars per year. 

Maudlin sentimentality ,the fact that the applicant for a pension happens 
to be the political or personal friend of the examiner, or that the examiner is 
his family physician, ought not to have any weight or influence on the re- 
port and recommendation of the medical examiner in a given case. The 
reports of the medical examiners should in all cases be made without fear, 
favor, or affection, and should turn entirely on the question: Did the appli- 
cant, while in the discharge of his duty as a soldier, receive an injury or 
contract a disease which has to any extent resulted in permanent disability? 
This is a question easily determined by honest and competent examiners. 

Another fact should not be overlooked in this connection, viz.: A large 
percentage of mankind have one standard of honesty when getting money 
out of the treasury of an Individual man. and quite another standard when 
getting it out of the nation's treasury, which is nothing but the joint prop- 
erty of all men. 

If the officials selected by the people to seek out and properly compen- 
sate men who were disabled in the^ defence of the Union had exercised one- 
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half the care that the life insurance companies do in avoiding bad risks, 
the pension roll would present a very different appearance from what it 
does to-day. Not only should the pension roll be the "nation's roll of Honor," 
but the individual pensioner should point with pride to the fact that he had 
been honestly deemed worthy of the practical thanks of his countrymen. A 
pension should be regarded as the Republic's badge of nobility. 

There has been too much secrecy and deviousness connected with the 
pension business of this country, and I blush to own that my profession 
has taken no small part in it. Here is a method by which frauds and pre- 
tenders can be gotten rid of. Let Congress pass a law requiring a re-exam- 
ination of every pensioner, or applicant for pension, who bases his claim on 
physical disability contracted while discharging his duty as a Union sol- 
dier. A board of medical examiners should be established in each State — 
two or more boards might be required in some States to facilitate matters. 
Each board should be composed of two members, one a surgeon and the 
other a physician. They should be selected solely for their eminent and ac- 
knowledged professional ability and their honesty and standing in the 
State. They should give all their time to this work and be paid a salary of 
twenty thousand dollars each per year. 

They should carefully examine every pensioner in their respective States 
and report to the government exactly the physical condition of each, and 
how much, if any, disability in any case was the result of service in the war 
of secession. They would be influenced by nothing except the physical facts 
presented, and always give the applicant the benefit of any doubt. Such a 
re-examination would require about one year to complete it, and would cost 
the government from two to three millions of dollars. 

No man can predict certainly what the result of this re-examination 
would be. My experience for twenty years in the practice of my profession 
has made me familiar with the physical condition of a number of pen- 
sioners, and basing my opinion on my own experience I believe at least one- 
third of those claiming to have been permanently disabled while in the 
discharge of duty wili be found to be frands, and would be dropped from 
the pension roll. In any event, it would silence criticism, remove the 
stigma from deserving pensioners, and establish better relations between 
the general public who pay and the veterans of the war who receive 
pensions. 

John H. Gibdneb, M.D. 



ABB THERE TOO MANY CHURCHES t 

IT is scarcely a grateful task to criticise an institution, which, though 
it bears no political relation to the community, is nevertheless most inti- 
mately and vitally connected with its welfare. Yet it is safe to assume that 
many of those who love the Christian Church most and best, and who have 
ever chterfully given largely, both of time and means, to promote its 
interests, are coming to recognize, albeit with pain, that very serious atten- 
tion must be bestowed upon ecclesiastical economics. The conviction is 
growing that churchly luxuries are becoming an onerous tax upon communi- 
cants ; that in many sections church buildings are obviously too numerous, 
and the expense incident upon their maintenance a constant drain upon 
their supporters. Too frequently also, in the struggle to meet such expense, 
questionable and even pronouncedly discreditable methods are resorted to. 



